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SHANGHAI - The world’s largest liquefied natural gas (LNG)-powered container ship has officially entered service, making its maiden call at

Shanghai Yangshan Port on May 22, according to French shipping and logistics giant CMA CGM Group.

The vessel, which flies the French flag, is the first in a series of ten LNG-powered container ships ordered by CMA CGM. It has a capacity of 24,212

TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent units) and is scheduled to be named “CMA CGM Notre Dame” in early July in France.

Measuring 400 meters (1,312 feet) in length and 62 meters (203 feet) in width, the ship is a true giant of the seas. Beyond its sheer size, the vessel
integrates multiple advanced technologies, including cutting-edge artificial intelligence, digital navigation systems, and energy-saving technologies.

These features are designed to enhance operational performance while supporting the shipping industry’s broader push toward decarbonization.

The launch represents a significant milestone for both CMA CGM and the global shipping industry, which has faced mounting pressure to reduce its
carbon footprint. LNG is widely considered a transitional fuel, producing lower emissions than traditional heavy fuel oil, though it is not without

environmental critics.

The vessel’s maiden call at Shanghai Yangshan Port—one of the world’s busiest container ports—underscores China’s central role in global shipping
and green technology adoption. No specific deployment schedule or route details were released, but ships of this size are typically deployed on major

east-west trade lanes, such as Asia-Europe or transpacific routes.

Source: China Daily - “World’s largest LNG-powered container ship launches in Shanghai” (Updated: 2026-05-25 19:41)

My Take as a Viewer

This feels like a breath of fresh air after reading the previous two articles about port decline and war-induced shipping chaos. Finally, some good

news about innovation and scale.

That said, | have mixed feelings. On one hand, 24,212 TEUs is mind-boggling. This ship is longer than four football fields and wider than a 20-story
building is tall. Watching something that massive glide into port must be awe-inspiring. The Al and digital navigation integrations also sound

genuinely futuristic—less human error, more efficiency.

On the other hand, | can’t help but connect this to the Bank of Canada warning from earlier. That report explicitly said mega-ships are bypassing
smaller ports like Vancouver, heading instead to Southern California. Well, here’s the exact kind of mega-ship they were talking about. If Canada’s
ports can’t handle vessels like the CMA CGM Notre Dame, they’ll continue to lose connectivity. This ship is a solution for CMA CGM and for

decarbonization, but it’s also a problem for any port that can’t accommodate it.

The LNG angle is worth a skeptical eyebrow too. Yes, it's cleaner than bunker fuel—fewer sulfur oxides and particulates. But LNG is still a fossil fuel,
and methane slip (unburned methane escaping into the atmosphere) is a real climate concern. So I'm glad the industry is moving in a greener

direction, but I'm not ready to call this ship “sustainable” just yet. It's more like a very large, very expensive step in the right direction.

Finally, the French flag on a ship launched in Shanghai, calling at a Chinese port, named “Notre Dame”—that’s globalization in a nutshell. Capital,
labor, technology, and symbolism all crisscrossing the planet inside a single steel hull. For all the talk of decoupling and protectionism, this ship is a

floating rebuttal. At least for now.
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