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Container shipping spot rates on the transpacific and Asia-Europe corridors edged

upward this week, reflecting sustained demand even as carriers refrained from imposing

their customary general rate increases (GRIs). The moderate gains come just before the

mid-July window that typically tests the resilience of peak season freight pricing.

Demand Holds Firm Despite Absence of GRIs

Freight Images (2)
Freight Images (2)

Ocean carriers often introduce GRIs during periods of tightening capacity, but this

week’s rate improvements occurred organically. Shippers continued to move volumes at
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a steady clip, absorbing available vessel space without the artificial price floor that

formal rate hikes usually provide. For businesses managing ocean freight from China

(https://freightquotechina.com/) and other Asian export hubs, the absence of a surcharge-

driven spike suggests that current pricing reflects underlying trade strength rather than

supply-side manipulation.
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Episode 10: Freighters Return, Confidence Uncertain, BAI Index July 2025 — by TAC Innovation on
YouTube

Macro Markets and Air Cargo, Episode 10: Freighters Return, Confidence Uncertain, BAI Index July 2025 is now out
.

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ap5yW5jpy4w)(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ap5yW5jpy4w)
► Watch video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ap5yW5jpy4w (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ap5yW5jpy4w)
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Industry analysts noted that the equilibrium between supply and demand remains

delicate. While blank sailings were minimal on major east-west strings, utilization levels

hovered in the high 80s to low 90s percent range, enough to support incremental rate

increases.

Peak Season Pressure Builds on Key Trade Lanes

Freight Images (3)
Freight Images (3)

Transpacific routes to the U.S. West Coast saw the most noticeable tick upward, though

gains were also recorded on all-water services to the East Coast. The Asia-Europe front-

haul similarly inched higher, with North European base ports registering slight

improvements after several weeks of stability. Retailers are in the final phase of building

holiday inventories, and the mid-July period often marks the watershed when spot rates

either rally further or begin a seasonal decline.

Data from independent freight rate benchmarks underscored the movement. The

Shanghai Containerized Freight Index (SCFI), published by the Shanghai Shipping

Exchange (https://www.sse.net.cn/), reflected a modest week-on-week increase across its

comprehensive sub-indices. Likewise, the Freightos (https://www.freightos.com) Baltic Index

showed a similar pattern in its daily assessments, confirming that the upward drift was

broad-based rather than asset-specific.

Market Context: Capacity Constraints and Global Disruptions

Broader market conditions continue to add complexity. The rerouting of vessels around

the Cape of Good Hope due to Red Sea security concerns has absorbed hundreds of

thousands of TEUs of effective capacity, tightening the supply-demand balance.

Combined with steady consumer demand in North America and Europe, these structural

November 6, 2026

Freight Quote China Shipping Cost Inquiry Tool — https://freightquotechina.com

5 / 8

https://www.sse.net.cn/
https://www.sse.net.cn/
https://www.freightos.com


shifts have kept freight rates elevated compared to pre-pandemic norms.

Carriers have so far managed capacity with discipline, avoiding the heavy discounting

that characterized previous slack seasons. This restraint, paired with the ongoing

disruption in the Red Sea, suggests that even without explicit GRIs, the floor for spot

rates remains higher than many shippers anticipated. The mid-July test will reveal

whether this pattern holds as new container deliveries gradually add tonnage to the

global fleet.

Snapshot of Container Spot Rate Movements

Key spot rate indicators for major trade lanes

Trade Lane Rate Trend Primary Driver Next Indicator

Transpacific (Asia–USWC) Moderate increase Firm demand, tight capacity Weekly SCFI update

Transpacific (Asia–USEC) Slight increase All-water string utilization Freightos Baltic Index daily

Asia–North Europe Modest gains Pre-holiday inventory build Carrier rate announcements

Asia–Mediterranean Stable to slightly higher Diversion effects, port congestion SCFI Mediterranean sub-index

Data Points to Verify Next

Shippers and forwarders should monitor the upcoming weekly SCFI print and daily

assessments from the Freightos Baltic Index for confirmation of the trend. Additionally,

any announcements by ocean carriers regarding mid-July GRIs or blank sailing programs

will signal whether the current organic rate firmness will persist or be reinforced by

intentional capacity management. The balance point between vessel supply and cargo

demand over the next two weeks will be decisive for second-half contract negotiations.
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Why This Matters

The modest rise in container spot rates without carrier intervention indicates genuine

demand strength as the peak season intensifies. This dynamic will influence contract

negotiations throughout the second half of the year and provides an early signal of

shipper confidence. For logistics managers, it underscores the need to lock in capacity

before potential mid-July escalations, while carriers may see justification for restoring

GRIs if volumes hold.

FAQ

What caused the moderate rise in container spot rates this week?

The increase was driven primarily by steady demand from shippers building inventories

for the peak holiday season. Unlike previous weeks, carriers did not impose general rate

increases (GRIs), meaning the gains reflected organic market conditions rather than

artificial price hikes.

How does the mid-July period affect freight rates?

Mid-July often serves as a tipping point for peak season freight rates. It is when retailers

finalize stock for the upcoming holiday sales, and carriers assess whether to implement

further rate increases. The direction rates take during this period frequently sets the

tone for the remainder of the third quarter.

Which trade lanes saw the most significant changes?

The transpacific lane to the U.S. West Coast recorded the most noticeable week-on-week

increase, while the Asia–North Europe route also edged higher. Gains on the all-water

Asia–U.S. East Coast services were more modest, and the Mediterranean lane remained

largely stable.
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Why are carrier-led price hikes absent this week?

Carriers likely held back on GRIs because current capacity utilization was high enough to

support rates without them. Introducing formal hikes could risk shipper pushback or a

shift to contract carriage, so carriers let demand lift spot prices naturally.

Sources

Shanghai Shipping Exchange (https://www.sse.net.cn/) (sse.net.cn)

Freightos (https://www.freightos.com) (freightos.com)

Source: gCaptain (https://gcaptain.com/container-spot-rates-edge-higher-as-peak-season-faces-mid-

july-test/)
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