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A 30 percent rise in profit at Deutsche Post DHL Group has spotlighted the heavyweight role of air freight in the company’s latest

earnings surge. The logistics giant pointed to exceptionally strong demand for its time-critical air cargo services as the primary

engine behind the uplift, reinforcing the sector’s post-pandemic momentum.

Heavy Air Freight Demand Drives Growth
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The standout performance was rooted in the continued uptick of global trade and e-commerce, which propelled volumes on major

air corridors. DHL’s heavy air freight unit, which moves large consignments across continents on dedicated freighters and

commercial belly space, recorded double-digit volume increases. Shippers turned to air transport for everything from high-value

electronics to urgent automotive parts, compressing lead times and lifting yields across the network. Capacity remains tight on key

lanes such as trans-Pacific and Asia-Europe routes, allowing the company to command premium rates and optimize load factors.
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► Watch video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6f2a8NnC5iU

Impact of Ukrainian conflict is unknown for transportation costs, Deutsche Post DHL says — by CNBC International Live on YouTubeFrank

Appel discusses the company's earnings.

Beyond pure tonnage, the division benefited from structural shifts in the forwarding market. Persistent ocean freight reliability

issues and inventory restocking patterns drove a modal shift toward air, while the expansion of same-day and next-day delivery

promises in consumer markets added further tailwinds. DHL’s integrated network—spanning dedicated freighters, partner airlines,

and ground handling—enabled the company to capture a disproportionate share of this surge compared to asset-light competitors.

Operational Segments and Financial Breakdown
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While the group does not always release granular breakdowns of its air freight profit, analysts note that the Global Forwarding,

Freight division has been a consistent margin contributor. The reported 30 percent profit growth exceeds earlier market guidance,

suggesting that air freight margins expanded faster than anticipated. Revenue from air freight forwarding alone likely climbed by

high single digits or low double digits in percentage terms, supported by both volume growth and higher selling rates.

Other divisions, including Express and Supply Chain, also posted steady gains, but it was the heavy air freight segment that

delivered the largest incremental profit. The company’s fleet strategy—a mix of owned and leased freighters combined with block

space agreements on commercial carriers—provided the operational flexibility to scale capacity rapidly when demand materialized.

Efficient ground handling and digital customs clearance tools further reduced transit times, enhancing the value proposition for

time-sensitive shippers.
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DHL continues to invest in its air freight infrastructure, with new sorting hubs and upgraded IT platforms that provide real-time

visibility for clients. These investments are designed to cement its position as a leading air freight from China and global forwarder,

ensuring that the profit momentum can be sustained even as market conditions evolve.

Strategic Investments and Market Outlook

Looking ahead, DHL’s management signaled confidence that the air freight cycle has further room to run. Forward order books

remain robust, and the company is adding capacity on niche high-growth routes. Environmental sustainability is also on the radar,

with the group exploring sustainable aviation fuel partnerships and more fuel-efficient aircraft to meet customer decarbonization

goals without sacrificing speed.

Competitors are ramping up their own air networks, but DHL’s head start in digitalization and its extensive ground infrastructure

create formidable barriers. The 30 percent profit jump not only boosts shareholder returns but also funds future fleet modernization

and technology projects. Industry observers will watch closely whether this performance can be replicated as global trade patterns

shift and capacity pressures eventually ease.

Key Points from DHL’s Air-Freight-Led Profit Growth

Aspect Details

Profit increase 30% rise, primarily driven by heavy air freight services

Key driver Strong demand for time-critical air cargo, e‑commerce growth, modal shift from ocean to air

Volumes and yields Double‑digit volume growth on major trade lanes; premium rates sustained by tight capacity

Operational levers Owned/leased freighters, block space agreements, digital customs tools, ground handling integration

Future strategy Capacity additions on niche routes, sustainability investments (SAF, new aircraft), digital upgrades

The 30 percent profit milestone underscores the resurgence of air freight as a critical logistics channel and highlights DHL’s

operational agility. While the broader economic environment presents uncertainties, the company’s heavy air freight division is

poised to remain a profit engine, backed by strategic investments and an expanding global footprint.

Key Figures

This story includes concrete figures such as 30%. The points below pull out the key numbers so the reporting is easier to scan and

verify.

Profit growth: 30% Driven by heavy air freight activity, as reported by FreightWaves.

Why This Matters

The 30% profit surge highlights air freight’s pivotal role in modern supply chains, especially as e‑commerce and just‑in‑time

manufacturing drive demand. DHL’s performance signals sustained logistics strength, influencing capacity planning and rate
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strategies across the industry while reinforcing investor confidence in air cargo’s long-term growth trajectory.

FAQ

What drove DHL’s profit growth?

The 30% increase was primarily fueled by robust demand for heavy air freight services. High e‑commerce activity, a modal shift

from ocean to air, and tight capacity on key trade lanes enabled DHL to charge premium rates and achieve higher utilization.

How significant is a 30% profit jump?

A 30% rise exceeds typical industry growth rates and signals exceptional market conditions. For DHL, it marks one of the strongest

quarterly performances in recent years, driven by its air freight division’s ability to capitalize on global supply chain dynamics.

Which division benefited the most?

The Global Forwarding, Freight division, particularly its heavy air freight unit, was the largest profit contributor. While Express and

Supply Chain also grew, the air freight segment delivered the incremental surge that pushed the group’s profit to the 30% level.

What does this mean for the logistics industry?

DHL’s performance confirms that air freight remains a high-margin, high-growth segment. It may prompt other forwarders to

expand their air networks and invest in digital tools, while shippers can expect continued capacity tightness and elevated rates on

critical trade lanes.

Sources

DHL (dhl.com)

FreightWaves (freightwaves.com)

Source: FreightWaves
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