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Using a complete freight quote checklist eliminates surprise surcharges and ensures the quoted price matches the final invoice.
Chargeable weight for air freight is the greater of gross weight or volumetric weight; ocean LCL costs are based on CBM or weight.
Always specify the Incoterm—DDP or DAP—so the forwarder can include duties and taxes accurately.
Amazon FBA shipments require precise labeling and appointment compliance; missing details lead to delivery refusal.

Submitting packing list, commercial invoice, and MSDS (if applicable) upfront speeds customs clearance and avoids holds.

Why Complete Shipment Information Is Required for an Accurate Freight Quote
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An international freight quote is only as reliable as the data behind it. For enterprise shippers moving goods from China to

(https://freightquotechina.com/ddp-route/eu_rail fast fr nl_be lu _pl cz _dk/) overseas markets, missing or approximate details almost always lead to

revised pricing, shipment delays, or post-delivery surcharges. Freight forwarders calculate costs based on chargeable weight, volumetric weight,
customs complexity, delivery address restrictions, and the Incoterms selected. When any of these inputs are incomplete, the initial quote becomes ar
estimate that can shift significantly once accurate data surfaces. This checklist outlines the exact information that top freight shipping tools require tc

produce binding, all-in quotes. Use it before requesting pricing to reduce back-and-forth and avoid costly surprises.
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Should You Get Multiple Freight Quotes? [Pros, Cons, and Risks]— by Anderson Trucking Service on YouTube

Product Name and Cargo Type

Begin with the precise product name as shown on the commercial invoice, not a marketing label. Examples: “aluminum LED desk lamp,” not

“decorative lamp.” Specify whether the cargo is general, sensitive (e.g., containing batteries, liquids, or magnets), or regulated (requires
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certifications like FDA, CE). Top commercial LTL freight shipping tools for enterprise shippers use HS code lookups to estimate duty, but only if the
product type is unambiguous. Vague descriptions such as “electronics” or “accessories” force forwarders to guess, which may inflate the quote to

cover worst-case compliance costs.

Total Cartons, Carton Size, Gross Weight, and CBM

Provide the exact number of cartons, not a range. For each carton, list length x width x height in centimeters and the gross weight in kilograms.
From these, the forwarder calculates total volume in cubic meters (CBM) and chargeable weight using the higher of actual gross weight and
volumetric weight (CBM x 167 for air freight, or 1000 for courier). Inaccurate carton dimensions are a primary cause of re-rating after cargo is
received at origin warehouses. Even if the shipment is still in production, request the most realistic packaging spec from the supplier before seeking &

quote.

Pickup City or Supplier Address in China

China is large, and internal trucking costs depend heavily on the pickup city. A load departing from Chongging will have a different origin charge than
one from Yiwu or Shenzhen. Give the full supplier address including district and street, not just “Shenzhen.” If multiple suppliers are involved, specify
whether goods will be consolidated at one factory or require separate pickups. This directly affects the first leg of the freight journey and is a key

input for any reliable freight shipping tool.

Destination Country, City, Postcode, and Full Delivery Address

Provide the complete delivery address, including street, city, state/province, and postcode. In some markets, postcodes drive remote area surcharges
or determine which last-mile carrier can service the location. An incomplete address—such as a postcode without a street name—will prevent an
accurate final delivery rate. For enterprise shippers distributing to multiple warehouses, each destination address should be quoted separately, as

charges can vary significantly even within the same metropolitan area.

Address Type: Amazon FBA, Warehouse, Commercial Address, or Private
Address

Delivery requirements differ sharply by address type. Amazon FBA warehouses have strict labeling, palletization, and appointment protocols; failure
to declare an FBA address can result in refusal at the dock. Commercial addresses with loading docks typically cost less than residential or restricted-
access points. Private addresses or construction sites may require a liftgate or small truck, adding surcharges. Clearly state whether the destination is

an FBA fulfillment center, a standard warehouse, a commercial business, or a residential location to avoid re-quoting later.

Tax-Paid DDP or Self-Tax Requirement

Indicate whether you need a Delivered Duty Paid (DDP) service, where the forwarder handles customs clearance, pays import duties and VAT/GST,
and delivers to the final address with all taxes settled. Alternatively, if you have your own customs broker and will handle duties yourself (e.g., DAP
terms), specify the Incoterm and your tax ID or clearance arrangements. Tax-paid quotes can only be accurate if the forwarder knows the full

destination country’s tax regime, product duty rate, and any special trade agreements. Ambiguity here frequently leads to unexpected bills weeks

after delivery.
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Product Photos, Invoice, Packing List, or MSDS When Needed

For unfamiliar products, batteries, liquids, or any regulated items, attach a product photo or a draft commercial invoice with your quote request. If the
cargo is classified as dangerous goods, a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) is mandatory for accurate rate checks and carrier acceptance. Many
freight shipping tools embed a secure upload link so that documents are linked to the quote record. Providing these upfront prevents delays caused

by post-quote reclassification and helps ensure the quote is valid from day one.

Required Delivery Time and Route Preference

State the expected delivery timeline (e.g., “needed within 18 days from factory pickup”). If you prefer air, sea, rail, or express courier, mention it.
Route combinations such as sea plus inland trucking or air to a regional hub affect transit time and cost. An enterprise shipper with a hard delivery
window might prioritize speed over price; another filling a warehouse may opt for ocean freight with a longer lead time. The more precisely you

communicate your timing and routing expectations, the more tailored the quote will be.

Ready to Get a Tailored Quote?

Use this checklist to compile the details your freight forwarder needs. Send the data—product specifics, carton counts and sizes, pickup and delivery
addresses, DDP preference, and any required documentation—and you will receive a freight quote that matches the actual shipment, not a

placeholder. Contact our team now with your cargo details to get started.

Why This Checklist Delivers a Freight Quote You Can Rely On

The freight quote checklist eliminates guesswork. When you provide complete shipment data—from carton dimensions to delivery window—the
forwarder calculates a price that matches the actual load, not a placeholder that later triggers surcharges. This is how enterprise shippers close the

gap between estimated and final invoice.

Key Facts for Enterprise Shippers
Chargeable weight: Air freight uses the greater of actual gross weight or volumetric weight (L x W x H cm / 6000). Ocean LCL (Less-than-
Container Load) is charged per cubic meter (CBM) or per ton, whichever yields higher revenue.

Incoterms: DDP includes duties, taxes, and clearance. DAP excludes import duties and taxes. Always confirm whether the freight quote covers

destination terminal handling charges.
Customs value: Based on the commercial invoice. Under-declaration exposes the shipment to seizure, fines, and delayed release.

Amazon FBA requirements: Delivery appointments, pallet specifications, and labeling must comply with Amazon’s prep guidelines, or the

warehouse may refuse the shipment.

Documentation: A packing list with exact weights and carton dimensions, commercial invoice, and if applicable, MSDS for hazardous goods, are

standard requirements.

How to Specify Service and Route Details

Clearly stating the preferred mode and any special handling needs helps the forwarder build a route that fits your timeline and budget.



Route and Service Options

Sea freight: Economical for volumes over 2 CBM. Specify FCL (Full Container Load) or LCL. Transit: 25-40 days to major ports, plus inland

transport.

Air freight: For time-sensitive cargo. Chargeable weight applies. Transit: 3-7 days airport-to-airport, plus delivery.

Rail freight: China-Europe rail bridges speed and cost; transit about 18-22 days to European hubs.

Express courier (e.g., DHL, FedEx): Door-to-door for small consignments, typically under 200 kg. Faster but costlier per kg.

Combined services: Sea + truck or air + truck for door-to-door delivery under DDP terms.

What to Include in Your Request

Incoterm: DDP, DAP, FOB, or CIF.

Service type: Port-to-port, door-to-door, airport-to-door, etc.

Transit time requirement: “Must arrive by 18 May” or “delivery within 30 days after sailing.”
Chargeable unit clarity: Confirm whether you need a quote based on CBM or chargeable weight.

Value-added services: Cargo insurance, fumigation certificates, China export customs clearance.

Using the Checklist to Avoid Delays and Additional Charges

Incomplete data is the top cause of quote revisions. For example, omitting the Amazon FBA warehouse code means the forwarder cannot check if an
appointment is needed. Missing the commercial invoice value prevents an accurate DDP calculation. Enterprise shippers who submit the full checklist

typically receive a binding quote that matches the final invoice, with no unexpected terminal handling or customs exam fees.

Freight Quote Checklist Consolidation

Checklist Item Why It Matters Details to Provide

Product & Cargo Type Determines HS code, applicable duties, and Generic product name, material, use case; HS code
handling. if known.

Carton Count, Size, Weight, CBM Directly calculates freight cost and mode viability. Number of cartons, each carton’s LxWxH (cm),

gross weight (kg), total CBM.

Pickup Address in China Affects inland trucking cost and lead time. Full supplier address (street, city, province).

Destination Address & Type Determines final mile requirements and Full delivery address; specify if Amazon FBA,
surcharges. commercial, or residential.

Incoterm & Tax/Duty Preference DDP vs DAP changes total landed cost. Choose DDP (all-in) or DAP (taxes unpaid).

Documents Avoids customs holds and delays. Packing list, commercial invoice, MSDS if

hazardous, product photos.

Timeline & Route Matches service to urgency and budget. Preferred mode (sea/air/rail/express), required

delivery date, service type.



Ready to get a tailored freight quote that you can trust? Send your complete checklist—including packing list, delivery address, and preferred

Incoterm—to our team for a Freight Quote China (https://freightquotechina.com/). \Ne will provide a binding quote with no hidden surcharges.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do | need a freight quote checklist instead of just sending a product photo?

A photo alone doesn't reveal carton dimensions, weight, or total volume—the metrics freight costs are based on. The checklist captures all data

points needed for an accurate quote, preventing later correction charges.

What happens if | don't know the exact carton size or CBM?

The forwarder can estimate a provisional quote, but it may change when actual details are confirmed. For a binding price, provide as precise

measurements as possible.

Does the checklist cover DDP shipments including all taxes?

Yes—when you select DDP and provide the commercial invoice value, the forwarder calculates import duties, VAT/GST, and customs fees for the

destination country.

Can the same checklist be used for Amazon FBA and private warehouse shipments?

Yes, but you must clearly mark the address type so the forwarder accounts for FBA appointment requirements, pallet specs, and labeling rules.

How do | specify special handling for hazardous or fragile cargo?

Include the MSDS for hazardous goods and note any fragility in the “product details” section. This ensures the quote covers necessary certifications,

packaging, and surcharges.


https://freightquotechina.com/

